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Closing STEAM Activity: STEM + ART = STEAM
Celebrate the animals who rely on our local waterways. They include fish, ducks, turtles, frogs, etc. 
Recycle empty toilet paper roll and use to create your favorite animal from our local waterways. Tools needed include toilet paper roll,  
markers, glue, construction paper, scissors, and eye stickers. Create sample animals and prepare and cut helpful shapes so students can  
easily assemble animal. For older students, ask them to make three dimensional animals.

About the Film: You flush your toilet, pour something down a sink, or wash 
a load of laundry, but have you ever wondered what happens to all of that dirty 
water after it leaves your home? The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago (MWRD) answers that question and more in its newly released 
children’s animation inspired by its storybook titled “Where Does IT Go?” (WDIG). 
Join the MWRD’s Water Science Explorers, Yadira, Paul, and Jessica, as they 
embark on a special mission in a magical vehicle to uncover the mystery of 
where pee, poop, and toilet paper go.

• Set the date and use animation teasers,  
book website, and #MWRDwheredoesitgo  
to promote event online.

• Order FREE print copies of the WDIG storybook 
(available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Polish) from the MWRD 
for event attendees to receive at the event. (Open to Cook 
County residents, while supplies last.)

• Ask students to bring 1-2 empty rolls of toilet paper to event for 
a STEAM activity.

Visit MWRD YouTube channel and pick version (English, 
Chinese, Spanish) to show.

• Take photos and post to social media. Tag the  
MWRD and use #MWRDwheredoesitgo so that we  
can repost or email us at communityeducation@mwrd.org. 

• After the animation ends, play a trivia game. Keep score and send 
the winner’s name to the MWRD for a special WDIG gift, which will 
be mailed to the winner for free. (Open to Cook County residents 
and subject to availability.) 

• Distribute print copies of WDIG and encourage students to 
complete the STEM activities inside the book at a later date.

• Who are the Water Science Explorers?
• What adventure do the Water Science 

 Explorers take?
• Why should we clean wastewater?
• Why does Yadira say that “microbes are the stars of the 

wastewater treatment process”?
• Where is the final stop for the Water Science Explorers? 

What is the local waterway at this location?
• What are three ways that animals rely on our local 

waterways?
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