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Contact: NACWA Director of Government Affairs, Matthew McKenna, mmckenna@nacwa.org 
The National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) represents over 360 public wastewater and stormwater utilities nationwide, collectively providing essential clean water services to over 150 million Americans daily. Our members play a crucial role in safeguarding public health and environmental protection. 
NACWA appreciates the opportunity to submit written testimony for the FY 2026 Public Witness Hearing. We urge the Committee to prioritize the following funding recommendations to address critical water affordability and public health challenges.  
Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
Subagency: Administration for Children and Families 
Account: Office of Community Services 
Funding Request: $500 million for FY 2026 
NACWA requests that $500 million be provided in FY26 to reestablish the Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP), which will support water and wastewater utilities' continued investments in necessary infrastructure while directly benefiting customers by assisting vulnerable households in maintaining access to essential drinking water and wastewater services and reducing bad debt expenses. 
Funding History: 
LIHWAP received $638 million in funding in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 and $500 million in the American Rescue Plan Act. Additional funding and reauthorization are needed to continue the program. According to the Department of Health and Human Services' Administration for Children and Families, during the life of the program, LIHWAP served 1,535,838 households, providing them with 2.1 million services. During this period, LIHWAP prevented 923,583 disconnections, restored water services 101,687 times, and reduced 1,120,417 water bills, issuing a total of 2,145,687 water assistance benefits to households in need. 
Proposed Report Language: 
The Committee recognizes the critical role that access to clean, affordable water services provides in promoting public health and directs the Secretary, within 180 days of the enactment of this Act, in consultation with the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, to issue a report on: 
Rising water and wastewater service costs and resulting water affordability challenges for low-income households; and 
The viability of resuming the Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program as a means to address the costs and challenges referenced in subparagraph (1). 
Additionally, the Committee directs the Agency to provide a briefing on efforts to protect public health by expanding access to and affordability of drinking water and wastewater services in the United States. Such briefing shall take place not later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act.   
Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Program: Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
Funding Request: $5.1billion for FY 2026 
Both water and energy are critical public services that many households struggle to afford. NACWA supports full funding for LIHEAP alongside our support for reestablishment of LIHWAP to protect public health and help households and communities that are struggling to meet rising costs.  
Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Program: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Funding Request: $20 million for FY26 to the National Wastewater Surveillance System (NWSS) 
The CDC's Emerging Infectious Disease program protects Americans from outbreaks by building and sustaining public health laboratory capacity, developing diagnostic tests for emerging infectious diseases and responding to emerging outbreaks. The National Wastewater Surveillance System (NWSS) works in concert with these programs, serving as an early warning system for outbreaks. NACWA supports the continuation of the NWSS and requests an increase of $20 million to support the system's continued work across the U.S. in detecting and monitoring the prevalence of infectious diseases. 
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