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Member	Spotlight	

Northern	Moraine	Water	Reclamation	District:	Pioneering	Watershed	Solutions	in	

Illinois	

The	Northern	Moraine	Water	Reclamation	District	(NMWRD)	is	leading	the	way	in	

protecting	Illinois’	water	resources	through	innovation	and	collaboration.	As	the	first	

utility	in	the	state	to	launch	a	water	quality	trading	program,	NMWRD	is	tackling	

nutrient	pollution	in	the	Upper	Fox	River	watershed	by	working	hand-in-hand	with	

local	farmers	and	landowners.	

Instead	of	relying	solely	on	expensive	upgrades	to	wastewater	treatment	plants,	

NMWRD’s	program	rewards	farmers	for	implementing	conservation	practices	that	

reduce	phosphorus	runoff.	These	practices—like	planting	cover	crops	and	restoring	

wetlands—not	only	improve	water	quality	but	also	boost	soil	health	and	wildlife	

habitat.	

	


